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ASH WEDNESDAY                                  March 2, 2022 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  In this Sacrament, Christ miraculously gives us 
His true body and blood in, with, and under, the bread and wine for the forgiveness of our 
sins. Scripture tells us that great harm could be done if this wonderful gift is received without 
proper understanding (1 Cor. 11:17-34).  Therefore, to avoid any harm, it is important that all 
who commune at this altar are those who have been instructed in proper reception of the 
Sacrament and are united with us in doctrine:  members, in good standing, of a Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod congregation.  If you are not, we kindly request that you remain 
seated during this time. Please see Pastor after church if you have any questions or are 
interested in instruction. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF PRAYER AND PREACHING 
 
The Imposition of Ashes 
 

 ³,Q�WKH�W\SLFDO�$VK�:HGQHVGD\�REVHUYDQFH��&KULVWLDQV�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�WKH�DOWDU�WR�UHFHLYH�
the imposition of ashes, prior to receiving the holy Supper. The Pastor applies ashes in the 
shape of the cross on the forehead of each, often speaking the words, ³Remember that 
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.´ (Genesis 3:19). This is of course what God 
spoke to Adam and Eve after they had eaten of the forbidden fruit and fallen into sin. 
These words indicated to our first parents the bitterest fruit of their sin, namely death. In 
the context of the Ash Wednesday imposition of ashes, they remind each penitent of their 
sinfulness and mortality, and, thus, their need to repent and get right with God before it is 
too late. The cross reminds each penitent of the good news that through Jesus Christ 
FUXFLILHG�WKHUH�LV�IRUJLYHQHVV�IRU�DOO�VLQV��DOO�JXLOW��DQG�DOO�SXQLVKPHQW�´ 

 

The History and Meaning of Ash Wednesday, by Dr. Richard P. Butcher, orlutheran.com 
 
PRELUDE 
 

Please rise. 
 

The Rite of Ash Wednesday 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins 
a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially 
directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special 
devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells 
confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 
  

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in 
the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we 
may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 
P O Lord,       C have mercy. 
P O Christ,         C have mercy. 
P O Lord,         C have mercy. 
P O Christ,         C hear us. 
P God the Father in heaven,  C have mercy. 
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world,    C  have mercy. 
P God the Holy Spirit,    C have mercy. 
P Be gracious to us.     C Spare us, good Lord. 
P Be gracious to us.     C Help us, good Lord. 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

by Your holy nativity; 
by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 
by Your agony and bloody sweat; 
by Your cross and passion; 
by Your precious death and burial; 
by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 
and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

             C Help us, good Lord. 
P In all time of our tribulation; 

in all time of our prosperity; 
in the hour of death; 
and in the day of judgment: 

             C Help us, good Lord. 
P We poor sinners implore You  C to hear us, O Lord. 
P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

to bless our prayer and meditation; 



to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 
and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

            C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To draw all to Yourself; 

to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 
to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the 
forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; 
to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 
and to have mercy on us all: 

            C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 
and graciously to hear our prayers: 

            C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
            C we implore You to hear us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
            C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
            C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
            C grant us Your peace. 
P O Christ,        C hear us. 
P O Lord,        C have mercy. 
P O Christ,        C have mercy. 
P O Lord,        C have mercy. Amen. 
 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 
wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our 
mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. 
Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for 
those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 



Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation     419      Savior, When in Dust to Thee sts. 1±2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Grant, 1779±1838, alt.  Tune: Joseph Parry, 1841±1903  Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Exhortation 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 



P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
6LOHQFH�IRU�UHIOHFWLRQ�RQ�*RG¶V�:RUG�DQG�IRU�VHOI-examination. 
 
Confession of Sins 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 57:1±3a, c; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

 
You have mercy on | all, O Lord,* 
 and abhor nothing | you have made. 
You look past the sins of men that they | may repent.* 
 You spare them all because you are our | Lord, our God. 
 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merci- | ful to me,* 
 for in you my soul takes | refuge; 
in the shadow of your wings I will take | refuge,* 
 till the storms of destruction | pass by. 
I cry out to | God Most High,* 
 to God who fulfills his pur- | pose for me. 
He will send from heaven and | save me.* 
 God will send out his steadfast love and his | faithfulness! 



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
You have mercy on | all, O Lord,* 
 and abhor nothing | you have made. 
You look past the sins of men that they | may repent.* 
 You spare them all because you are our | Lord, our God. 
 
Kyrie 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive 
the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that 
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from 
You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 



Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12±19 
12³<HW�HYHQ�QRZ�´�GHFODUHV�WKH�LORD, 
 ³UHWXUQ�WR�PH�ZLWK�DOO�\RXU�KHDUW� 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
 13and rend your heartV�DQG�QRW�\RXU�JDUPHQWV�´ 
Return to the LORD, your God, 
 for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
 and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 
 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
 consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
 16gather the people. 
Consecrate the congregation; 
 assemble the elders; 
gather the children, even nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
 and the bride her chamber. 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 
 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 
DQG�VD\��³6SDUH�\RXU�SHRSOH��2�LORD, 
 and make not your heritage a reproach, 
 a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
 µ:KHUH�LV�WKHLU�*RG"¶´ 
18Then the LORD became jealous for his land 
 and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, 
³%HKROG��,�DP�VHQGLQJ�WR�\RX 
 grain, wine, and oil, 
 and you will be satisfied; 
and I will no more make you 
 D�UHSURDFK�DPRQJ�WKH�QDWLRQV�´ 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Epistle 2 Peter 1:2±11 
 2May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord. 
 3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them 
you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption 
that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5For this very reason, make every effort to 
supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6and knowledge with 
self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and 
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these 
qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these 
qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from 
his former sins. 10Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and 
election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11For in this way 
there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 6:16±21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

 
  

 16>-HVXV�VDLG�@�³$QG�ZKHQ�\RX�IDVW��GR�QRW�ORRN�JORRP\�OLNH�WKH�K\SRFULWHV��IRU�WKH\�
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 
18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 19³'R�QRW�OD\�XS�IRU�\RXUVHOYHV�WUHDVXUHV�RQ�HDrth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be DOVR�´ 



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
$SRVWOHV·�&UHHG 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
 

 



Hymn of the Day     732 All Depends on Our Possessing sts. 1, 3, 5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827±78, alt.  Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645±1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar 
König, 1691±1758  Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon   Pastor Golden 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
Please stand. 
 
Offertory 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Offering 
 
Please stand. 
 
Prayer of the Church 
   following each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Proper Preface  
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 



/RUG·V�3UD\HU 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Words of Our Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 
Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Distribution 
 
Distribution Hymn         LSB #606  I Lay My Sins on Jesus 
 
 
Stand 
 



Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 



through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
Salutation 

 

 
 
Benedicamus 

 

 
 
Benediction 

 

 

 

 
 



Closing Hymn     419      Savior, When in Dust to Thee sts. 3±4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Grant, 1779±1838, alt. 
Tune: Joseph Parry, 1841±1903 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
POSTLUDE 
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