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Welcome!
We WELCOME you to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We believe that
by the Grace of God, through Faith, we have been saved. “Faith
comes from hearing the message and the message is heard through
the Word of Christ.”Romans 10:17 We are happy to have you join us in
hearing His message.
Guests are encouraged to sign the guest book (near the church entrance). Please speak
with one of the elders or ushers if you should have any questions.
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Wednesday Lenten Service
Service of Prayer and Preaching
page 260 Lutheran Service Book
Greeting
Announcements
Prelude
Please stand.

Opening Hymn

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Opening Versicles

P
C
P
C

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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sts. 1–2
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P
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Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle
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Please be seated.

Readings From Holy Scripture
Old Testament Reading

P

Ezekiel 36:23–28

A reading from Ezekiel, the thirty-sixth chapter.
23

And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned
among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will
know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my
holiness before their eyes. 24I will take you from the nations and gather you from all
the countries and bring you into your own land. 25I will sprinkle clean water on you,
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will
cleanse you. 26And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you.
And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
27
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be
careful to obey my just decrees. 28You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your
fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reading

P

Isaiah 1:16–19

A reading from Isaiah, the first chapter.
16

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;
6

cease to do evil,
17
learn to do good;
seek justice,
correct oppression;
bring justice to the fatherless,
plead the widow’s cause.
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.
19
If you are willing and obedient,
you shall eat the good of the land;
18

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Reading

P

John 9:1–38

A reading from John, the ninth chapter.
1

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered,
“It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night
is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back
seeing.
8
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he
is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed
my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received
my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was
a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again
7

asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my
eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they said again to
the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said,
“He is a prophet.”
18
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents
answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now
sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He
will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these things because they feared the Jews,
for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he
was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”
24
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him,
“Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he
is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
26
They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The
man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33If
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were
born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in
him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.”
38
He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

8

Responsory

P
C
P
C
P
C

We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

Ten Commandments

C

You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant,
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed

C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
9

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Please be seated.

Sermon
Office Hymn

Pastor Golden

744

Amazing Grace

Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati
Text and tune: Public domain

Offering
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sts. 1–5

Please stand.

Litany (Lent)

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

O Lord,
O Christ,
O Lord,
O Christ,
God the Father in heaven,
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
God the Holy Spirit,
Be gracious to us.
Be gracious to us.

P

From all sin, from all error, from all evil;
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from
rebellion;
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from
everlasting death:
Good Lord, deliver us.
By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;
By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by
Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial;
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy
Spirit, the Comforter:
Help us, good Lord.
In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death;
and in the day of judgment:
Help us, good Lord.
We poor sinners implore You
to hear us, O Lord.
To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and
ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your
wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living;
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth

C
P

C
P
C
P
C
P

C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
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have mercy.
have mercy.
have mercy.
hear us.
have mercy.
have mercy.
have mercy.
Spare us, good Lord.
Help us, good Lord.

C
P
C

all who have erred and are deceived;
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest;
and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and
help the weakhearted and the distressed:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and
strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need;
To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our
magistrates and all our people;
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to
protect and guide all who travel;
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing
happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for
them;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in
bondage; and to have mercy on us all:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to
give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear
our prayers:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
we implore You to hear us.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
P
P
P

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.
O Christ,
C hear us.
O Lord,
C have mercy.
O Christ,
C have mercy.
O Lord,
C have mercy. Amen.

C
P
C
P

C
P
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Lord’s Prayer

C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collect of the Day

L

C

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for the Word

P

C

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning.
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Canticle

422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 Text and tune: Public domain

Blessing

P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.
Amen.

C
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Closing Hymn

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

sts. 4–5

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude

Participants
Elder: David Greathouse; Ushers: Matthew Greathouse, Stephen Dailey
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