‘Go out …and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.
For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’”
Luke 14:15–24
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Welcome!
We WELCOME you to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We believe that by
the Grace of God, through Faith, we have been saved. “Faith comes
from hearing the message and the message is heard through the Word
of Christ.”Romans 10:17 We are happy to have you join us in hearing His
message.
Guests are encouraged to sign the guest book (near the church
entrance). Please speak with one of the elders or ushers if you should have any
questions.
. Communion Practice
Holy Communion is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
and glad confidence that with the bread and wine we also truly
receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Through the gift of Communion, the Lord bestows on us the
forgiveness of sins and strengthens our union with Him and with one
another.
Our Lord desires that those who commune should know and believe
what they are receiving in Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:29),
should be instructed in God’s Word so that they can properly examine
themselves prior to communing (1 Corinthians 11:28), and should be
united as one body in the faith (Acts 2:42, 1 Corinthians 10:17).
Out of our heartfelt desire that all who commune at this altar be well prepared for Holy
Communion, this congregation practices “close communion.” All who are presently
confirmed members in a congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod are
warmly invited to join us in Communion. All other guests are warmly invited to visit
with us about how we may commune together in the future.
Adult information classes, which serve as preparation for Holy Communion, are offered
upon request, and can be arranged to accommodate your schedule.
For further study, please see Matthew 26:26-28 and 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:23-29.
2

Divine Service, Setting Four
Announcements / Prelude
Please stand.

Hymn of Invocation

645

Built on the Rock

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 Text and tune: Public domain
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P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 18:1–2a, 27, 30a, 49; antiphon: vv. 18b–19

The LORD was | my support*
in the day of my ca- | lamity.
He brought me out into a | broad place;*
he rescued me, because he delight- | ed in me.
I love you, O | LORD, my strength.*
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my de- | liverer.
For you save a humble | people,*
but the haughty eyes | you bring down.
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This God—his way is | perfect;*
the word of the | LORD proves true.
For this I will praise you, O LORD, among the | nations,*
and sing | to your name.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD was | my support*
in the day of my ca- | lamity.
He brought me out into a | broad place;*
he rescued me, because he delight- | ed in me.
Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
O Lord, since You never fail to help and govern those whom You nurture in Your
steadfast fear and love, work in us a perpetual fear and love of Your holy name;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Please be seated

Old Testament Reading

Proverbs 9:1–10

1

Wisdom has built her house;
she has hewn her seven pillars.
2
She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine;
she has also set her table.
3
She has sent out her young women to call
from the highest places in the town,
4
“Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”
To him who lacks sense she says,
5
“Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine I have mixed.
6
Leave your simple ways, and live,
and walk in the way of insight.”
7
Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse,
and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury.
8
Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you;
reprove a wise man, and he will love you.
9
Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser;
teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.
10
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual

Psalm 120:1–2

1

In my distress I called to the LORD,
and he answered me.
2
Deliver me, O LORD,
from lying lips,
from a deceitful tongue.
Epistle

Ephesians 2:13–22

13

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of
the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the
cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17And he came and preached peace to you who were
far off and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access in one
Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him
you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel

P
C

Luke 14:15–24

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
15

When one of those who reclined at table with [Jesus] heard these things, he said to
him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 16But he said to
him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17And at the time for the
banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything
is now ready.’ 18But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have
bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.’ 19And another
said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me
excused.’ 20And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 21So
the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house
became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the
city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22And the servant said,
‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23And the master
said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in,
that my house may be filled. 24For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall
taste my banquet.’”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
8

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated

Hymn of the Day

5

781

We Give Thee But Thine Own

The captive to release,
To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace,
It is a Christ-like thing.

6

And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.
Text: William W. How, 1823–97
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89
Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon

Pastor Golden

Installation of Congregational Officers
P

Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture admonishes us that “all things should be done
decently and in order.”
To that end, the constitution and bylaws of this congregation establish various
offices to which men and women are elected and appointed to serve. In so doing,
the Church follows the example of the Early Christian Church as described in Acts,
chapter six:
The twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that
we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers,
pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer
and to the ministry of the word.”
The apostle Peter writes in his first epistle:
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s
varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves,
as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

Each officer is named individually according to his or her respective office.

P

[Name] has been [elected/appointed] to serve as [title of position].

The pastor addresses the officers-elect:

P

You have been chosen to fill specific offices and positions of responsibility at St.
Paul Lutheran Church You are to work with the pastor(s), that our life together in
Christ may be orderly and pleasing in His sight.
You are to see that the services of God’s house are held at the proper times, that
the Word of God is purely preached and taught according to the Lutheran
Confessions, that the Sacraments of Christ are administered according to His
10

institution, that provision is made for the Christian instruction of young and old,
that the erring are admonished, and that discipline is maintained.
You are to see that the temporal affairs of the congregation are properly
administered and that proper support is provided for the workers of this
congregation. You are to assist in caring for the poor and the sick, in cultivating
harmony among the members, in promoting the general welfare of the
congregation, and in furthering the kingdom of Christ here and throughout the
world.
While holiness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all members of the
congregation, it is especially important that you, as office-bearers in His Church,
show yourselves, by word and example, to be faithful to Him in service and
Christian devotion.

R

In the presence of God and of this congregation, I therefore ask you: Do you accept
the office(s) entrusted to you, and do you promise faithfully to carry out your
duties, trusting in the Lord and conforming yourself to His Word in accordance
with the faith of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? If so, then answer: I do.
I do.

The pastor addresses the congregation:

P

C

Beloved in the Lord, you have heard the promises of faithfulness spoken by these
men and women whom you have selected to serve as officers of St. Paul Lutheran
Church. Do you promise to support them in their work, to remember them in your
prayers, and to work with them to the best of the abilities that God has given you,
so that He may be glorified and His work be done in our midst? If so, then answer:
We do.
We do.

The pastor addresses the officers-elect:

P
C
P
C

Brothers and sisters in Christ, I install you as officers of St. Paul Lutheran Church
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The almighty and most merciful God enlighten and strengthen you in your offices
that you may be good and faithful stewards to the glory of His name and the good
of His people.
Amen.
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Please stand.

P

C
P

C

Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have raised up these servants
for work among Your people. We humbly implore You to grant them, by Your
Holy Spirit, those gifts needed for the faithful carrying out of their tasks, most
especially wisdom, strength, and willing hearts. Let Your blessing rest on this
congregation. Strengthen the faith, quicken the love, and enkindle the zeal of its
members, that Your name may be glorified and that here and in all places under
heaven the kingdom of Your Son may be advanced. We remember with
thanksgiving those who have faithfully served Your people and have now
completed their time of service. We pray that in the end of days we, with all Your
faithful people, may hear the voice of Christ saying: “Come, you who are blessed
by My Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world”; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Go in the name of the Lord. Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. The almighty
and most merciful God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve you.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church

following each petition:
P Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
Please be seated

Offering
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Service of the Sacrament
Please stand

Preface

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives
and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and
will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus

Text: Stephen P. Starke

13

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of
life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust
in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits
of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come
to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

14

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Please be seated.

Distribution
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Distribution Hymn

611

Chief of Sinners Though I Be

Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt.
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand
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Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect

A

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus

P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
17

Benediction

P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn to Depart

912

Christ Is Our Cornerstone

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89
Text and tune: Public domain
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